Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, June 10, 2014
East Hampton High School Library
Minutes

Present:  Chairperson Barbara Moore, Vice Chairman Kevin Reich, Council Members Patience Anderson, Ted Hintz, Jr., George Pfaffenbach, Mark Philhower and Philip Visintainer and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco.
Call to Order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Moore called the regular meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the High School Library.  
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (7-0)
Approval of Minutes  
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the minutes for the May 27, 2014 Town Council Regular Meeting as amended.  Voted (7-0)
Presentations
East Hampton High School Track and Baseball Team Recognition

Tom Seidl from the East Hampton Boys Baseball Team accepted a proclamation from the Council on behalf of the team.
Whitney Rubega accepted a proclamation for her achievements on the High School track team.  Proclamations were also read for Jordan Schuler and Hannah Cook for their achievements on the track team.
Public Remarks
The following residents provided comments in support of the education budget:

Keith Klemonski, Tammie Ann Drive; Jennifer Palma, 3 Wangonk Trail; Chris Mansfield, 14 Valli Drive; Tania Sones, 17 Curry Lane; Steve Jones, Jacobson Farm Road; Maura Martinez, Old Middletown Avenue; Michelle Bucari, Clark Hill Road; Katie Schunk, 9 Ray Lane; Jamie Jenks, 33 Fernwood Drive; Jesse Myers, Stonegate Road; Denise Russo, 22 Chapman Road; Stephanie Klewicki, Saffron Lane; Jeff Carlson, Mary Ann Drive; Rachel Mansfield, Mary Ann Drive; Kim Kiernan, 4 Childs Road; Thom Cordeiro, 32 Hog Hill Road; Darlene Baker, Collie Brook Road; Jamie Krasnitski, Abbey Road; Peter Koskinen, Old Young Street; Rachel Michaud, Ridgeview Drive; Carla Correia, 23 Tarragon Drive; Jessica Johnson, 31 Old Young Street; Tina Mohr, 81 Tarragon Drive
Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, commented on the documentation related to upgrading the High School science labs.

James Royster, President of the Middle Haddam Public Library, commented on the Board of Finance cut to the library’s funding from the town.

Mike Rose, 14 Eastham Bridge Lane, commented on compromise in the budget, denounced personal attacks on Council members and discussed the captain’s position.
JoAnn Ewing, Senior Center Coordinator; Sue Greeno, 1 Stonegate Road and Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, commented in favor of the Senior Center part time position that was cut by the Board of Finance.

John Hines, South Main Street, asked the Council to come together to support the community.
Mike Doran, 60 Colchester Avenue, supports the Chatham Historical Society.
Don Coolican, West Lane and Board of Finance Member, commented that the Board of Education budget has not been cut compared to last year’s figures, there is an increase of approximately $700,000.  He noted there needs to be compromise.
Mary Flannery, 10 West High Street, commented on voting issues for property owners that are not registered voters in town.
Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, asked about the $36,000 that was allocated for repairs at Sears Park.
Letters were received from Nancy Kohler, Chris Cascio, Audrey Stein, Carlene Brooks, Mike Mohr, Sandy Henry, Nicole Miller, Eliza LoPresti, Amy Stino, Ellen Tinson, Eric & Julie Johnson, Krista Sickles and Courtney Parmelee.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to move the Discussion and Possible Vote on the 2014-15 Budget for the 3rd Referendum to this point in the meeting.  Voted (7-0)

Discussion and Possible Vote on the 2014-15 Budget for the 3rd Referendum
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson to adjust the Board of Finance budget as follows:
· Additional reduction from Board of Education $90,000

· Delete Police Cameras $20,388

· Reduce Water System funding $23,532

· Add back Part Time Senior Center staff $13,00

· Add back to Middle Haddam Library $10,000

· Delete Facilities Foreman $82,650

The motion was amended as follows:

· Delete Police Cameras $20,388

· Reduce Water System funding $10,000

· Add back Part Time Senior Center staff $13,00

· Add back to Middle Haddam Library $10,000

· Delete Facilities Foreman $82,650

Voted (5-2) Mr. Pfaffenbach and Mr. Reich against.
Prior to the vote the Council members debated the proposed cuts and additions.
Bids & Contracts 
Tree Removal/Tree Trimming
A motion was made by Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to authorize utilizing State bid contract pricing with Asplundh Tree Expert Company to care for trees within the Town of East Hampton.  Voted (7-0)
Schoolhouse Park Improvements
Funding was included in capital to clean up the property owned by the Town next to the Middle Haddam School.

A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to award the contract for the Schoolhouse Park improvement project to the lowest qualified bidder; American Contracting LLC, 3 Edmund Road, Newtown, CT  06470, in the amount of $13,100.  Voted (7-0)
Chatham Historical Society Water and Sewer
A Town Meeting approved funding of $60,000 toward the extension of a water main and sewer for the Chatham Historical Society.

A motion was made by Mr. Pfaffenbach, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to award the bid for the Chatham Historical Society water and sewer project to B&J Construction, as recommended by Anchor Engineering in the amount of $57,550.  Voted (7-0)
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations 
Proclamations for Yellow Ribbon Ceremony
A motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to approve the proclamations for the upcoming Yellow Ribbon Ceremony.  Voted (7-0)
Resolution for STEAP Grant

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Visintainer, to adopt the resolution for the STEAP Grant for Phase II of the Watrous Street Redevelopment Project.  Voted (7-0)
Continued Business 
Set Temporary Mill Rate
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to set the temporary mill rate of 26.63.  Voted (7-0)
Set Town Meeting and Referendum Date
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to set the Town Meeting date of Thursday, June 19, 2014 and the referendum date of Thursday, June 26, 2014.  Voted (7-0)
The moderator for the Town Meeting and referendum will be Red McKinney.

2014-2015 Public Water System Operating Budget and Water Rate Recommendation
This item will be discussed at the July 8th Town Council meeting.
Review of Purchasing Ordinance Change
This item will be discussed at the next meeting.
Review and Discussion of Town Board/Committee Application
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to accept the changes to the Application for Appointments for Boards and Commissions. Voted (7-0)

Review of Revised Capital Improvement Plan
This item will be discussed at the next meeting.
New Business 

Hampton Woods – Public Water System Agreement
Vincent Susco provided an overview of the Hampton Woods public water system agreement.  The full agenda item will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s office.  This item will be discussed further at the July 8th Town Council meeting.
Town Manager Report 

Update on Library Advisory Board Ordinance
The Library Director has been working on a draft ordinance.
Update on Sears Park Beach Repair
The town has developed bid specifications and is ready to place the item out to bid on an accelerated schedule.
New Police Vehicle
The Council had approved the purchase of a new police vehicle through capital and it has arrived.  The vehicle will have the new black and white color scheme.
Public Utilities Administrator Search
Mr. Susco will retire in December so the WPCA and Joint Facilities are working with the Town Manager to discuss his replacement.
Police Vehicle Inspection Requirements
At the last meeting it was asked what the inspection requirements are for police vehicles.  It is an NFPTA requirement.
Town Staff Email Change
Town staff emails have been changed from .org to .gov.  This change is to a cloud based system and assures a 99.9% up time.  Emails sent to .org will be forwarded for the next year.
Goals & Priorities – Recreational Programming Participation
As part of the Goals and Priorities, the Parks & Recreation department committed to a 2% increase in participation of programs.  The report will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s Office.
Goals & Priorities – Fines and Fees
As part of the Goals and Priorities, the Finance Department has been conducting a global study of fines and fees for the town, comparing them to other communities and recommending some places of interest and possible change.  The report will be included with the minutes filed in the Town Clerk’s office.
Other

The Council directed the Town Manager to do a temporary fix at the Sears Park beach and a major repair later.
Town Council Liaison Reports
None
Appointments
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to appoint Robert Atherton to the Commission on Aging.  Voted (7-0)
Tax Refunds
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $4,226.78.  Voted (7-0) 

Public Remarks 

Carla Correia, 23 Tarragon Drive, commented on the increase in new construction in town and the amount of families moving in.
Mary Flannery, 10 West High Street, commented on the crew mowing and cleaning the Tartia Road cemetery.
Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, is looking for information on the High School building project and commented on water testing in the center of town.
Ted Turner, Board of Finance Chairman, thanked the Council for coming to a compromise on the budget.  He also asked about the amount of Board of Education funding available after the mandated amounts come out of the budget.
Karen Johansmeyer, Penny Corner Road , Portland, thanked the Council for having her play the flute at the last meeting.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements
The Assessor provided a copy of Public Act No. 14-33 related to the assessment of horses and ponies.  This will be forwarded on to the Agriculture Commission.
Members of the Council judged an art show on Saturday.  The winners were Lenora Baer and Sue Schuler.

The ribbon cutting for the Epoch Arts roof is scheduled for Wednesday, June 11th at 10:00 a.m. and the Edgewater Hill groundbreaking is scheduled for Wednesday, June 11th at 11:00 a.m.

Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 p.m. Voted (7-0)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Secretary
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